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➢ Donald Trump is back with seemingly greater power than before.

➢ European elites mostly behave like deer in the headlights.

➢ The European public on the other hand seems to be rather unmoved by his reelection. In November 2024, we published the 
report “Old Habits Die Hard” in which we looked at the state of the transatlantic partnership in the wake of the US elections. 
Main findings: 

➢ 80 years of prime partnership had created a solid base of mutual appreciation and similar sensitivities. Europeans and 
Americans still see in each other their most valuable ally, NATO is highly regarded, cooperation trumps competition. 

➢ However, eight years of American hyper-polarization at home and mixed messaging abroad had taken their toll. In 
September 2024, 63% of Europeans agreed that it is time for Europe to go its own way compared to 25% in 2017.

➢ A check-back in December 2024 showed no significant change in the data.

➢ Other sustainable changes: Issues around defense and security get strong support. General stress levels are up. Economic 
worries deepen. 

➢ How can European leaders defend the global order whilst coping with the political back-clash?

The Global Order back on the centre stage
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Who’s the European Union’s most valuable ally? 
Only one answer possible
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In the last half century, Europe and the United States have often cooperated closely. 

Do you think that it is time for the EU to go its own way?
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